
World Language Department 
 
 We in the world language department are excited to continue with your children 
in their language journey through high school.  Most students are beginning 9th grade in 
their “second” year of either Italian or Spanish.  Below is the flow chart that shows what 
their possible course offerings will be as they continue through 12th grade.  Notice that 
in 10th grade the offerings split into an honors and a non-honors track, although both 
tracks are expected to take the FLACS B Exam (Regents-like exam).  These separate 
tracks continue through 12th grade, although the courses are developed in a way that 
does allow for upward or downward movement of tracks. (Although this is usually not 
encouraged without extracurricular language study, i.e. travel/study abroad, summer 
classes, etc…).  Students are required to successfully complete 2 years of language in 
order to graduate, however guidance suggests completion of a full language sequence 
(through senior year). 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

9th Grade Language (level 2 Spanish or Italian) 

FLACS B EXAM 10th grade (Spanish or 
Italian 3) 

10th grade (Spanish or 
Italian 3H) 

11th grade (Spanish or 
Italian 4) 

11th grade (Spanish or 
Italian 4H) 

12th grade (SUPA) 
12th grade (AP Spanish 

or Italian) 



 
 
 

Honors Level Courses 
Students must be recommended by their teacher to enter the honors level 

pathway.  The criteria for this recommendation are outlined in the attached document.  
These courses are designed for students who exhibit superior skills and benefit from a 
faster and more enriched course.  This is a pathway that hones the skills necessary to be 
successful in AP.   

 
Latin 

 Independent from the Spanish and Italian sequence is an elective Latin course, 
which will be offered from levels 1-3.  Students may choose to begin Latin at any grade 
level (9-12).  In this course, students learn about the roots of English words, the 
grammar and vocabulary of classical Latin, and the history and culture of ancient Rome.  
This course is recommended for students who have a love of language and would like to 
additionally challenge themselves with a second foreign language.  THIS IS NOT A 
REPLACEMENT FOR SPANISH OR ITALIAN.   
 
 

Entry Level Italian Course/Spanish I or Italian I  
 Any students who have not already taken Italian have the option of beginning 
the Italian sequence while in high school.  In this course, students will learn the 
foundation of the Italian language and learn to communicate on a variety of beginner 
topics in the present and past tenses.  Students may continue with the Italian sequence 
upon successful completion of this course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
The Spanish/Italian Advanced Placement course is a college level course which will 
prepare students to be highly proficient in the four linguistic skills. The following list 
indicates the attributes of a student who would be recommended into the AP course.   
A world language AP student is able to: 

1. Maintain a minimum average of 90% for each quarter. 

2. Be a proactive learner who is willing to dedicate a substantial amount of time 

outside of the classroom in order to be successful in the class and on the exam. 

3. Maximize use of the target language throughout the class period. 

4. Consistently complete homework with care and effort, and seek out work that is 

missed when absent. 

5. Be intrinsically motivated and passionate about learning the language and 

culture and reach beyond the boundaries of the classroom in order to acquire an 

empathetic understanding and appreciation of the target language culture.  

Suggested activities include the reading of authentic materials, viewing target 

language television and/or listening to radio programs as well as accessing target 

language websites. 

6. Adhere to the BBHS code of conduct as well as classroom rules.  For example, 

you avoid distractive behaviors, talking out of turn or while others are speaking, 

you abide by the academic integrity policy (all work is your own and references 

are appropriately cited).   

7. Exhibit exemplary character among classmates. For example, you demonstrate 

patience, honesty, tolerance and respect in working with others; you encourage 

and support your classmates’ efforts. 

8. Demonstrate a high degree of competency in the four linguistic skills:   

Listening –comprehend directions and speech at a level-appropriate 

pace. 

Reading –understand the main idea in a reading and make inferences 

about the author’s intent in a variety of level-appropriate reading 

materials.  

Writing –use a variety of vocabulary words to expand the topic without 

making basic grammatical errors as well as be able to address the task in 

an appropriate and organized way. 

Speaking –expand upon the basic response, including the ability to ask 

questions. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
The Honors program is a sequence of rigorous courses which will prepare students to be 
highly proficient in the four linguistic skills. The following list indicates the attributes of a 
student who would be recommended into the honors program.   
A world language honors student is able to: 

1. Maintain a minimum average of 90% for each quarter. 

2. Be a proactive learner who is willing to dedicate time beyond the classroom for 

self-improvement. 

3. Maximize use of the target language throughout the class period. 

4. Consistently complete homework with care and effort, and seek out work that is 

missed when absent. 

5. Be intrinsically motivated to learn the language and culture and reach beyond 

the boundaries of the classroom in order to acquire an empathetic 

understanding and appreciation of the target language culture.  Suggested 

activities include the reading of authentic materials, viewing target language 

television and/or listening to radio programs as well as accessing target language 

websites. 

6. Adhere to the BBHS code of conduct as well as classroom rules.  For example, 

you avoid distractive behaviors, talking out of turn or while others are speaking, 

you abide by the academic integrity policy (all work is your own and references 

are appropriately cited).   

7. Exhibit exemplary character among classmates. For example, you demonstrate 

patience, honesty, tolerance and respect in working with others; you encourage 

and support your classmates’ efforts. 

8. Demonstrate a high degree of competency in the four linguistic skills:   

Listening –comprehend directions and speech at a level-appropriate 

pace. 

Reading –understand the main idea in a reading and make inferences 

about the author’s intent in a variety of level-appropriate reading 

materials.  

Writing –use a variety of vocabulary words to expand the topic without 

making basic grammatical errors as well as be able to address the task in 

an appropriate and organized way. 

Speaking –expand upon the basic response, including the ability to ask 

questions. 

 
 
 
 



 
SYRACUSE UNIVERISTY PROJECT ADVANCE ITALIAN 201/ITALIAN 5H 

Full Year Grade 12  

1 high school credit/4 college credits 

Prerequisite: Italian 4 or 4H (final year average B or higher) and teacher recommendation 

ITA 201, Intermediate Italian, is a course designed to further develop, strengthen, and refine the 

skills of students who have completed a level 4/4H course. The course, which is completely 

conducted in Italian, offers students a full review of Italian grammar together with the 

development of speaking and writing skills, and a consistent exposure to Italian language and 

culture. 

By the end of the course, students can be expected to communicate effectively in the language: 

giving and getting information, navigating predictable and complicated situations, narrating and 

describing in present, past and future time, supporting opinions and hypothesizing comfortably 

in the language.  

To achieve these goals, students engage in interactive oral activities, write weekly compositions, 

read and discuss a variety of authentic texts that include current events, cultural life, and 

literacy selections. In addition, students will watch films, documentaries, and footage from 

Italian television, which they will write about and discuss. Grading in the course is based on the 

quality of work in these activities throughout the course as well as on oral and written 

examinations. 

SYRACUSE UNIVERISTY PROJECT ADVANCE SPANISH 201/SPANISH 5H 

Full Year Grade 12  

1 high school credit/4 college credits 

Prerequisite: Spanish 4 or 4H (final year average B or higher) and teacher recommendation 

Spanish 201, Intermediate Spanish, is a course designed to further develop, strengthen, and 

refine the skills of students who have completed a level 4/4H course. The course, which is 

completely conducted in Spanish, offers students a full review of Spanish grammar together 

with the development of speaking and writing skills, and a consistent exposure to Spanish 

language and culture. 

By the end of the course, students can be expected to communicate effectively in the language: 

giving and getting information, navigating predictable and complicated situations, narrating and 

describing in present, past and future time, supporting opinions and hypothesizing comfortably 

in the language.  

To achieve these goals, students engage in interactive oral activities, write weekly compositions, 
read and discuss a variety of authentic texts that include current events, cultural life, and 
literacy selections. In addition, students will watch films, documentaries, and footage from 
Spanish television, which they will write about and discuss. Grading in the course is based on the 
quality of work in these activities throughout the course as well as on oral and written 
examinations 


